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The Brief

. Should scientific journals adopt any policies to address
the problem of dual use and to prevent malevolent use
of published data?

. What is the role of the editors, editorial board, and
referees?
. Should the freedom of publication be restricted?

To answer these questions, we need to start at the
beginning of scientific publication...




Z&:  Committee on Publication Ethics

The First Scientific Journal (in English)

PHILOSOPHICAL
TRANSACTIONS:

GIVING SOME

ACCOMPT

OF THE PRESENT
Undertakings , Seudies , and Labours

OF THE

INGENTIOWUS
IN MANY
CONSIDERABLE PARTS
OF THE

W ORLD

Vol L
For Anmo 1665, and 1666.

Inthe SAVOT,

Printed by T. N. far Jebe Martys at the Bell, 2 Jittle with-
owt Temple-Bar , 32d Foes Allefry 0 Dock Laxe '
Prizeess o the Kepal Suciviy,




Philosophical Transactions

First published 6th May 1665

Edited by Henry Oldenburg, Secretary of the Royal
Society

Preceded five months earlier by Journal des scavants
Continues to be published today
Principle of science established in motto of the Society

‘Nullius in Verba’ (‘On the words of no one’)




(1) Numb. 1,

PHILOSOPHICAL
TRANSACTIONS.

Munday, Marché. 1663,

Zhe Introdultion.

G2Rrea2 Hereas there is nothing more neceflary for promoting
2\ f(; /8" the improvement of Philofophical Matrers; than the
Ik communicating to fuch, as apply their Studies and
5528 Endeavours that way, fuch things as are difcove-

red or put in praclife by others s it is therefore
thought fit to employ the Prefs, as the moft proper way to
gratific thofe, whofe engagement in fuch Studies, and delight
in the advancement of Learning and profitable Difcoveries,
dothentitle themto the knowledge of whatthis Kingdom, or
other parts of the World, do, fromtime to time, afford, as well
ofthe progrefs of the Studies, Labours, and attempts of the
Curious and learned inthings of this kind, as of their compleat
Difcoveries and performances : Tothe end, that foch Produ.
¢tions being clearly and truly communicated, defires after folid
and ufefull knowledge may be further entertained, ingenious
Endeavours and Undertakings cherifhed , and thofe, addi&ed
o and converfant in fuch matters, may be invited and encoura-
ged to {earch, try, and find out new things, impart their know-
iedgc to one another, and coutribute what they can to the
Grand defign of improving Natural knewledge,and perfe&ing
all Philofophical Artsyand Sciences, All for the Glory of God, the
Honour and Advantage of thele Kingdoms, and the Univerfal
Good of Mankiad.

There is nothing more necessary for promoting the
improvement of science than the communication to
those who apply their studies so that things are
discovered or put into practise by others.

It is proper to employ this Journal to gratify those
whose engagement in such studies entitles them to
the knowledge of science

Because science is clearly communicated here,
further ideas may be entertained, ingenious
endeavours and undertakings cherished, and those,
addicted to and conversant in such matters, are
invited and encouraged to search, try and find new
things, impart their knowledge to one another, and
contribute what they can to the grand design of
improving natural knowledge and perfecting science.

All for the glory of God, the honour and advantage of
these kingdoms, and the universal good of mankind.
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The ‘minutes’ of science

Thus, the principles of scientific communication were begun

. To communicate observations to others

. To conduct further research based on those
observations

. To create a scientific record

“Science does not exist until it is published”

Drummond Rennie, Deputy Editor, JAMA
The present state of medical journals. Lancet 1998, 352:518-S22




Z&:  Committee on Publication Ethics

Editorial Freedom

Freedom of the press implies that all people should have the right to
express themselves in writing or in any other way of expression of
personal opinion or creativity. The Universal Declaration of Human
Rights indicates:

“Everyone has the right to freedom of opinion and expression; this right
includes freedom to hold opinions without interference and to seek,
receive and impart information and ideas through any media and
regardless of frontiers.”

This philosophy is usually accompanied by legislation ensuring various
degrees of freedom of scientific research, publishing, press and printing
the depth to which these laws are entrenched in a country's legal system
can go as far down as its constitution.




What is COPE?

Founded April 1997 by medical journal editors Mike Farthing
(Gut), Richard Horton (The Lancet) and Richard Smith (BMJ)

Initially, to provide a forum for editors on how best to deal with
possible breaches in publication ethics

1999: Published guidelines on good publication practice

2000: COPE matures with elected chair, vice-chair, treasurer and
council officers, and a constitution

2004: Website launched

2005: Published Code of Conduct for Editors




What is COPE?

. 2007: Published 16 flowcharts on how to deal with misconduct:
redundant publication, plagiarism, fabricated data, changes in
authorship, conflict of interest, lack of ethics, reviewer
misconduct, and ghost, guest, or gift authorship.




Committee on Publication Ethics Flowchart Ve~ /Gp\ Committee on Publication Ethics Flowchart
www.publicationethics.org.uk N/ N~/ www.publicationethics.org.uk

What to do if you suspect redundant (duplicate) publication
(a) Suspected redundant publication in a submitted manuscript

: Reviewes informs editor about redundant publication ) Note: The instructions to authors o R, = =
should state the jourmal's policy on onmplaint sent to COPE secretary
‘ redundant publication
Thank reviewer and say you plan to investigate Asking authors 1o sign 2 statement
Get ful documentary eviderce if not akeady provided o tick & box may be heiphut in [ Secretary checks that complaine: If nat, COPE
\ subsequent investigations + i against 3 COPE member 8| cannot consider
* + is within the remit of the COFE Code of Conduct complaint
+ has been through journal's own compheints prozedure
Check degree of overbip/redundancy ] * efates to actions taken afte: 05
| | (when COPE Code was published) ) '
f V v + Complainant may
Major averap/recundancy (e, basec on Minoe overap with some elemant Y o cma::;:m:’s g
same data with identical ce very similar of redundancy or logitimate reanalysis Na significant Pross (amrxair.n-
findings and/or (09, sub-groupiextended Comeission,
evidence authors have sought to hide folaw-up/eiscussion aimed at P WAME
recundancy, €. by changing title, different audience) Evidence sent 10 Chair of COPE -

authoe order of NOL Citing previous papers) |
J

i v

induding corespondence aoout
Journal's hancling of complaints

1 the Chasr of COPE befongs 1o the:
Contact correspanding suthee i ) ( Contact authar in neutral same publizhing group 3 the
wiiting, igeally endiasing signed terms/expeessing | Onair of COPE informs editor subject of the complaint, the case
AUthoeship statement [or coves disappointment/explaining journal’s of complaint will be handled by the Vice Chair
letter] stating that submitted work posticn
has not been published elsewhere Explain that secondary papers must
anc documentary evidence of refer to anginal e ——— e ——
duplication ) Request missing reference 10 onginal that translations are Chalr consults with at least ane
I ancior remove overlaping material | acceptable but MUST member of COPE Council

{ﬁ Proceed with review iy he criginal
r * V +- ; V ‘. '
Authar respands ’ﬁ ( No respanse J — [ Agree that journal has dealt ] ( ]

Agree that case requires *Sub-commitree
Infarm reviewer of satisfactorily with complaing L further investigation wil comprise:
i ‘ + ~Chair

r =Theee ather Councl
Unsatisfactory Attemat to contact all other Redor to COPE members (two of
explanation/acmits — authoes [check Sub-<ommittee® =1 whom are not
guilt | Medline/Google for emails) editers)
Members may not
J ‘ wark for the same
Satisfactory e Sub-committee considers case publishing group
L No response anc reports ta COPE Council 05 the subject of
**Actians might include: the complaint
instructions +editor apologises to
undiear/very jinior Caontact author's institution requesting your cancern is complainant Counchl considers Gise and
rescarcher) PasSEC 10 authoe's Superios anc/of person *editor publshes statement recommends action®*
responsible far research governance from COVE in joutnal -
{ Write to suthor (al authors if Try to abtain acknawledgement of your letter ~mmVndnoragmum
Imgeave procedures
passible] rejecting submissica, + ‘
explaining position and expected farmed
future behaviaur Write to authar (3 authors If If no resparse, S
passibhe) rejecting submission, heep contacting
explainng positon and expected nstitution every
future behaviow 3-6 months

Consicer informing
authee's superior
and/ar persan
responsible far
researnch governance

p
nfoem autharls) vorm reviewer of
of your action CUICOME/ACTion




What is COPE?

2007: Published 16 flowcharts on how to deal with misconduct:
redundant publication, plagiarism, fabricated data, changes in
authorship, conflict of interest, lack of ethics, reviewer
misconduct, and ghost, guest, or gift authorship.

Four meetings a year of anonymous discussion of around 40
cases of suspected misconduct

Advice to editors on how to proceed

It acts as a database on research misconduct cases (and
outcomes if available) documented on website

Annual conferences and reports




COPE members

314 members
420 journals

from 34 countries: Argentina, Australia, Austria, Belgium, Canada,
China, Croatia, Denmark, Egypt, Finland, France, Germany, Hong
Kong, Iceland, India, Iran, Iraq, Ireland, Italy, Japan, Malawi,
Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway, Romania, Serbia, Singapore,
Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Turkey, UK, USA, and Venezuela




COPE’s future

Application for charitable status

Improved website with members area: wiki, blog, sample letters,
reference database, presentations and, archive of cases & advice

Research programme into publication misconduct
CrossCheck, anti-plagiarism screening programme
Quarterly newsletter

Online distance-learning course on publication misconduct

Audit and COPE Marque of Good Publication Practice




Conclusions

Should scientific journals adopt any policies to address
the problem of dual use and to prevent malevolent use
of published data?

Council agreed that this issue is not in COPE’s
remit and COPE’s position on the editorial
independence of the editor still stands.

COPE does not believe that it should tell editors
what to publish or that the freedom of publication
should be restricted




Conclusions

What is the role of the editors, editorial board, and
referees?

Editors of biomedical journals should be

responsible for everything published in their
journals. They should strive to:

meet the needs of readers and authors

ensure the quality of the material they publish
champion freedom of expression in science
maintain the integrity of the scientific record

COPE Code of Conduct 2005




Conclusions

What is the role of the editors, editorial board, and
referees?

Editors’ decisions to accept or reject a paper for
publication should be based only on the paper’s
importance, originality, and clarity, and the study’s
relevance to the remit of the journal.

COPE Code of Conduct 2005




Conclusions

What is the role of the editors, editorial board, and
referees?

Notwithstanding the economic and political
realities of their journals, editors should make
decisions on which articles to publish based on
quality and suitability for readers rather than for
immediate financial or political gain.

COPE Code of Conduct 2005




Conclusions

Should the freedom of publication be restricted?

COPE does not believe that it should tell editors
what to publish or that the freedom of publication
should be restricted




www.fghp.org

for Global Health Protection

is an independent, not-for-profit association established
with support from the UK's Health Protection Agency.

It provides research-based information fer

scientists, public health policy-makers, and

the intemational business community.

News

Our daily service publishes articles and a round up of news
from the best academic journals and news sources from
around the world, identifying and tracking emerging health
threats. It critically reviews the very latest published research,
enabling clinicians, scientists, and other public-health
officials to access the latest intelligence on emerging healch
threats. We hope to create a vibrant Forum by providing the
ability to comment on articles and post links, enabling our
professional readers to exchange information and opinions.

Monitor

The Global Health Threats Monitor is a weekly newslereer for
the international business community. It distils the latese
scientific research and global health-risk intelligence into a
form and language appropriate for a serious but non-scien-
tific audience. Edited versions of our news articles from the
previous week are included with updates on serious outbreaks
of fatal diseases from around the world, including the latest
avian influenza situation.

rmation

An A-Z of Health Threats is being developed as a wiki, en-
couraging clinicians, scientists, and public-health officials to
provide information on emerging hazards to human health.
Conferences and Meetings are listed along with che Funding
and Grants for research into emerging health chreas. Links to
and descriptions of major organisations, national, and inzer-
national public health institutions are provided.

www.fghp.org/journal

Health Threats

Journal

Emerging Health Threats is an international, peer-reviewed journal established to
publish the latest rescarch of the highest standard on new and emerging threats to human
health. The focus of the Journal is threats from any source, including the environment,
chemicals, radiation, pathogens, and society. The Journal welcomes papers on the
preparedness and response to nacural or man-made disasters, including those that involve
the deliberate release of chemical, biological, or radionuclear material. The Journal
encourages the submission of investigative studies that promote the understanding of
factors involved in the emergence, prevention, and elimination of human health chreacs.
Articles on funding, research, and resource allocation, identifying possible present and
future deficiencies will be considered if there is specific relevance to emerging threats.
Content will be determined by novelty and scope of the threat, and by scientific excellence.
The Journal secks high-quality submissions from academic, industrial, clinical practice,
public healeh, and government research and planning sectors across all of these areas.
Emerging Health Threats will be published online, Open Access, with no charges to
authors nor readers. Papers will be deposited in UK PubMedCentral. ISSN 17528550,

Editor-in-Chief Executive Editor Reviews Editor

Dr Androw Rebertzon Jerormy Theabald Dr Holen Dell

Health Protoction Group Forum fer Global Hoalth Protaction  Ferum for Global Health Protection

Perth, Australia Lendon, UK Landan, UK

Editorial Board

Professor Sir Ray Andersen Prefessar Peter Beeriello Professar Pater Qlain

Division of Epidemislogy Contro for Infoctions Deopt af Emviranmental and

Imperial College, London, UK Health Pratocticn Agency Occupational Medicine
Calindale, UK Univorsity of Newcastle

Professor Mahdi Salali-Moad Noweastle upon.Tyne, UK

Meodical Taxicolagy Contra Prefossor Gerald Keusch

Imam Reza Haspital Assoc. Dean for Global Health  Professor Alain Jacques Valleran

Mashhad, Iran Bestan University Baston Dopt of Epidemiclagy and
Massachusetts, USA Biastatistics. Universits Fierro

Professor David Cooper ot Marie Curie

Dept of Disaster Respanse and  Professor Srian Speatt Paris, France

Proparedness, Chardes Darwin  Division of Epidemiolagy
University, Darwin, Australia Imgperial Colloge, Landan, UK



International, peer-reviewed journal

Llatest and best research on .emerging threats to
human health

Focus is threats from any source, including the
environment, chemicals, radiation, pathogens, and
society

Welcomes papers on the preparedness and response
to natural or man-made disasters, including those that
involve the deliberate release of chemical, biological,
or radionuclear material

Open Access with no author fees

Publication starting January 2008






