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Whatis COPE?

e The Committee On Publication Ethics
e Founded 1997/
e Forum for editors to discuss cases

e Provides guidance for editors and
publishers on all aspects of publication
ethics
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What are COPE casese

e Members bring anonymised cases to
qguarterly Forum meetings

e All cases are entered info a database

e Cases are available at:
www.publicationethics.org

e Cases are searchable by keyword
o Keywords were rationalized in 2008
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* The number of cases brought to COPE

* Whether the publication of flowcharts
IN 2006 reduced the number of
straightforward’ cases

e The types of cases brought to COPE

author mistakes authorship changes in authorship consent for pt
data fabrication data manipulation / falsification data ownership dis
authorship editorial decisions cditorial misconduet gift authorship jo
lack of ethical review/approval multiple submiss
overlapping pubhcatlons participant confidentiality part101pal
plagiarism protection of subjects (human) quality

research redundant publication reviewer misconduct
sponsor sanctions for misconduct selective reporting UNdeclared Col (at
undeclared Col (reviewers b Ullethical l"esearch unethical treatments whistleblow
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What does It showe

 No clear trend in case numbers over
time (eg fewer cases in 2008 than
2007) despite increase in COPE

members from c300 in 2006 to >4000
today

e Possible increase in plagiarism and
unethical editorial decisions (but
numtbers are small)



Numiber of cases by year
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COPE case fopics over time

97-99 | 00-02 | 03-05 | 06-08
Total /6 80 80 109
Unethical editorial 3 3 10 11
decisions
Plagiarism 4 b 11 13
Authorship 17 23 9 18
Fabrication / 9 4 3 /
falsification
Unethical research 32 40 4] 38

UUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUU



types of cases

e COPE Code of Conduct may have led
to editors questioning their practices
more

o Anti-plagiarism software may have
Increased the number of cases
detected

e New ’rechnology brings new types of

MISCONg age manipulation
but numbers
e cOCTUQ aesmalll '|Nn paAfferns of




reduced the number of 'straightforward’
cases®

Changes in authorship
(b) Corresponding author requests removal of author before publication

[ Clarify reason for change in authership )
Mast impartant to check
* with the author(s) whose
[ Check that all authors consent to removal of author |— name(s) is/are being
removed from the paper
] and get their agreement in
writing
All authors agree [Aurhors do not agree)
Amend author list and contributor suspend review/publication of paper until
details (role of each contributor/author)/ authorship has been agreed
acknowledgements as required Inform excluded author(s) that if they
wish to pursue the matter they should do
+ this with their co-authars or institutions
- rather than the editor
Proceed with
{ review/publication

*as judged by SK & EW
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translated into several languages
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Explicacion no Intentar contactar a todos ( HE BB ESRTS
satisfactoria o los otros autores (consultar
admision de Medline o Google para *
culpa encontrar

sus correos electrénicos) ( smz-mezas )

Explicacidn satisfactoria
(error no intencionado,
instrucciones de la revista
poco claras, o investigador
joven)

Contactar al ceni

A soa transmitida |
Considerar la publicacion de una

declaracion sobre la publi-_cgcién
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COPE

e Nttp://publicationethics.org



